THE CHAR MINAR

The Char Minar (see page 10 and 11 of the illustrations) or the four
minarets is a magnificent rectangular edlflc built of granitee upon four
granite arches facing North, South, East and West. It is the most imposing
of all the existing buildings of Hyderabad and occupies a most prominent
position in the centre of the city of Hyderabad with four grand trunk
roads running from its base. Each side of the building measures one
hundred feet, and the pit of the ornamental arches is fifty feet from the
ground, while the minarets which rise to a height of one hundred and eighty
fosr feet (220) spring from the abutments of open arches facing the four
cardinal points, It was erected by Mohammad Quli Qutub Shah, the fifth
in descent from Sultan Quli Qutub Shah, the founder of the dynasty of
Golconda in 1591. It is said that this philanthropic potentate spent a large
sum of money from his private purse in the construction of these public
buildings. It is not known exactly why this edifice was raised, but some say
it was for the purpose of commemorating the deliverance of the town from
a pestilence.

The kingdom reached the zenith of its power during the time of
Mahomed Quli Qutub Shah who resigned from 1580 to 1611. His son
Abdulla Quli succeded him until 1672, when Abul Hassan Tana Shah was
proclaimed king, but was taken captive by Aurangazeb in 1587.

During the occupation of the Moghals in 1687 one of the minarets was
struck by lightning and its reconstruction cost Rs. 60,000. Monsieur Bussy
the French General and his troops occupied the Char Minar buildings
in 1756.

This beautiful quadrangular edifice standing in the centre of the City
upon four grand arches of great solidarity and challenging the eye of every
person is one of the most splendid of Mahommed Quli's constructions.
Above the arches in each of the minarets are storeys of rooms, and formerly
each storey was devoted to a science, the whole building being used as a
college attached to the mosque in order that the professors and students
might be enabled to look down upon the pomp and wealth of this world and
behold in them nothing but emptiness. The Char Minar was thoroughly
renovated in the year 1878 by that veteran statesman, the late Sir Salar Jung
so that it now presents a comparatively new appearance. The great
Minister deserves great credit for having carried out the work of restoration.
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